
THE IMPORTANCE OF A DEDICATED 
TASKFORCE THAT WORKS UNDER 

THE ONE HEALTH TASKFORCE



One Health is the integrative effort of multiple disciplines working locally, nationally, and globally to attain optimal health
for people, animals, and the environment

Taskforce:  Temporary group of people formed to carry out a specific mission or project, or to solve a problem that 
requires a multi-disciplinary approach



ONE HEALTH RABIES TASKFORCE AT 
NATIONAL LEVEL (NATIONAL FOCUS)

• National Department of Health (NDOH)

• National Institute for Communicable Diseases (NICD)

• National Department of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries (DAFF)

• National Multi Sectorial Outbreak Response Team (MNORT)

• National Rabies Advisory Group (RAG) 

• RAG is the only body with Rabies as its sole focus  



ONE HEALTH RABIES TASKFORCE AT 
PROVINCIAL LEVEL (PROVINCIAL FOCUS)

• 9 separate Provincial DOH and Veterinary Services!

• Provincial RAG participants may include

• Provincial DOH

• Communicable Disease Control (CDC)

• Provincial Pharmaceutical Service

• Environmental Health Practitioners

• Provincial Vet Services

• SANDF – SAMS

• Private Health Care/Private Vets

• National Bioproducts

• Other parties 



ONE HEALTH RABIES TASKFORCE AT 
DISTRICT AND LOCAL MUNICIPALITY 

LEVEL (LOCAL FOCUS)

• Local State Veterinarian and Animal Health Technicians

• Local CDC co-ordinators

• Local Enviro Practitioners

• Local Government Hospital and Clinic Representatives 

• Local NGOs – e.g. Animal Welfare Organisations

• Local Private Medical/Veterinary personnel

• Community Care Giver Co-ordinators

• Anyone else who can lend a hand



EXAMPLES OF FUNCTIONS OF LOCAL 
RAG



SOME LESSONS WE HAVE LEARNT FROM 
SETTING UP THESE TASKFORCES

• Less talk, more action 

• Explore Multiple Avenues for Help e.g. Red Cross, Rotary, Industry etc

• Share information far and wide, both within and outside formal structures

• Awareness, Awareness, Awareness (Public Education)

• Training, Training, Training (Health & Veterinary Sector Education)

• Focus, Focus, Focus on the problem 

• Persistence! Persistence! Persistence! (Every cause needs Champions!)

• Politics and Personalities often trump common sense – deal with it 
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