
1 

RABIES 
 The International Standards 

Dr Gregorio Torres - g.torres@oie.int 
Dr Patrick Bastiaensen- p.bastiaensen@oie.int 
 
1st PARACON. 9-11 June, Gauteng (South Africa) 

mailto:g.torres@oie.int
mailto:p.bastiaensen@oie.int


2 2 

World Organisation for Animal Health 

Established in 1924 
5 regions 180 countries 

http://www.oie.int 

Mandate of the OIE 

“to improve animal health and animal welfare world-wide” 

http://www.oie.int/
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Our mandate 

•Transparency (WAHIS) 
 

•Veterinary scientific information 
 (disease control) 
 
•Safe Trade (WTO) 
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• Standard setting procedures 
 
• Terrestrial animal health code 

• Rabies 
• Stray dog population control 

 

• Manual of diagnostics and vaccines 
 
• One Health and vaccine banks 

 

Outline 
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OIE standard setting procedure  

Transparent Democratic 

Well-established 

Science based 
Rapid & flexible 

Member participation 

International collaboration 
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Development of 
international 
standards 

Request 

Specialist 
Commissions 

 (Scientific & Code) 

Support  (Expert Advice:  
Ad hoc Groups) 

Draft text 

ASSEMBLY 

Adoption 

Commissions, 
OIE delegates, 
stakeholders 

OIE 
INTERNATIONAL 

STANDARD 

Member 
Countries 
Comments 

Specialist 
Commissions 

 (Scientific & Code) 
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OIE terrestrial animals standards 

• Terrestrial Code:  Standards for 
disease control and safe 
international trade 
 

• Terrestrial Manual: Standards for 
laboratory diagnostic methods and 
requirements for the production and 
control of vaccines 

http://www.oie.int/en/international-standard-setting/overview/ 
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Vertical 

Chapter 8.12 
Infection with 
Rabies virus 

Chapter 5.11 
Certificate 

Chapter 2.1.13 
Rabies (Manual)  

Horizontal 

Chapter 7.7 
Stray dogs 
population 

control 

Chapter 1.1 
Notification 

Chapter 1.4 
Surveillance 

OIE international standards on rabies 
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• General provisions   
• Case definition, hosts, incubation period 

• Control rabies in dogs  
• Notifiable, surveillance, diagnostic, stray dog management 

• Rabies Free Country (self-declaration) 
• Surveillance, notification, preventive measures 
• No indigenous case in the last 2 years  

• Recommendation for importation  
• Certification Chapter 5.11 
• Dogs, cats, ferrets, ruminants, equids, camelids, suids, 

rodents, wildlife 
 

AIM: Mitigate the risk of rabies transmision to human and to 
prevent the  international spread of the disease 

Ch. 8.12. Infection with Rabies virus 
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Ch. 7.7 Stray dog population control 

• Within the OIE animal welfare section 
 

• It addresses humane methods for the 
control of dog populations and the 
prevention of zoonotic diseases  
 

• It is not exclusively for rabies 
 
• Outline: 

Dog ecology, programme components, control 
measures  
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Ch. 2.1.13.  Rabies 

• Summary 
 

• Section A. Introduction (aetiology) 
 

• Section B. Diagnostic techniques 
• Sample Collection and shipment 
• Identification of the agent 
• Serological test  

 
• Section C. Requirement for vaccines 

• For injectable use 
• For oral use  
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Rabies - One Health Concept 

… rabies control is a Public Good to 
be considered a priority model to 
apply the One Health concept...  ” 

“ 

The OIE is committed to supporting the efforts of the 
international community to achieve worldwide elimination of 

dog mediated rabies in humans 
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Vaccine banks 

• Benefits : quality (OIE Manual),  costs vs benefits, 
speed and logistics, better coordination 
 

• Asia. Afghanistan, Bangladesh, Bhutan, Indonesia, 
Lao PDR, Myanmar, Nepal, Philippines*, Singapore, 
Sri Lanka and Vietnam. 
 

• Africa. Mali, South Africa*, Togo. 
 

• Cooperation (*) WHO Global Procurement and 
Logistics 

 
• Direct purchase 
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Conclusions 

 
 

 

The OIE is committed to eliminating dog mediated human rabies  

• International Standards agreed by Member 
Countries 

• Technical texts for international trade (WTO) 

• Provide guidance and support on disease control 
measures and surveillance 

• Dynamic and adjusting to new circumstances 
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Thank you for your attention! 
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Food and Agriculture Organization of the UN 
 



    

FAO’s mission 

helping to build a 
world without hunger 

Eradicate hunger, food insecurity and 
malnutrition 



    

FAO Conference 7-13 June 2015 
 
194 Member  
countries 
 
Ministers of  
Agriculture 



FAO strategic objectives  

• Help eliminate hunger, food insecurity and 
malnutrition 

• Make agriculture, forestry and fisheries 
more productive and sustainable 

• Reduce rural poverty 
• Enable inclusive and efficient agricultural 

and food systems 
• Increase the resilience of livelihoods from 

disasters 



    

                                         

Global  
population 
composition 
(area of 
residence)  
2014 -2050 

2014 

2050 

Rabies: an urban  
or a rural problem? 
 



    

FAO Hunger Map 2015 



Challenges 
    • Rabies is inextricable linked to poverty 

 
• Most of the control costs incur in the animal 

health sector,  benefits are mainly regarding 
public health  

 
• Rabies falls between cracks - no 

responsibility and coordination between 
sectors 

 
• Competing priorities 

 
• Vicious circle of neglect –( lack of data 

and information leads to lack of committed 
will and resources) 

 
• Low value of dogs in societies - low priority 

by veterinary professionals, despite rabies-
related livestock losses 

 

 



Impact of rabies on food-security? 

Clear for Latinamerica 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Lack of data on rabies in livestock in 
Africa….. 



Ecosystem 
Health 

 

Animal 
Health  

Human 
Health  

One Health 



    

 



Mexico High Level Technical Meeting to Address 
Health Risks at the Human-Animal-Ecosystem Interface  

Facilitated, intensive working group discussions on 3 topics 
used as entry points: 

 
• Zoonotic influenza (at risk vs endemic countries) 
• Rabies (dog-transmitted vs wildlife) 
• Antimicrobial resistance (AMR) (countries with solid 

legislations vs countries no clear legislative framework) 
 



Key elements of effective cross-sectoral collaboration 

Key Supporting Elements Key Operational Elements 
1. Political will and high-level commitment A. Joint cross-sectoral coordination mechanisms 

2. Trust  B. Routine communication  

3. Common objectives and priorities C. Joint simulation exercises  

4. Shared benefits  D. Data sharing  

5. Strong governance structures, aligned legal 
frameworks, and recognition of existing international 
standards  

E. Joint risk assessment  

6. Adequate and equitably distributed resources F. Active cooperation on disease control programmes  

7. Identification and involvement of all relevant 
partners  

8. Coordinated planning of activities 

9. Guidance on implementation of cross-sectoral 
collaborations 

10. Capacity development 

11. Strong and effective health systems within the 
individual sectors 



   Rabies stakeholder  
consultations 



May 2012, Kinshasa 
34 participants 
 

June 2012, Yaoundé 
32 participants 

June 2013, Brazzaville 
34 participants 

Rabies Laboratory Training  
and National Rabies 

consultations  

February 2014, 
Libreville 
30 participants 

-http://www.fao-ectad-bamako.org/fr/Rapport-de-l-Atelier-Controle-et,509, http://www.fao-ectad-bamako.org/fr/Raport-de-l-atelier-
Controle-et,  http://www.fao-ectad-bamako.org/fr/Rapport-de-l-Atelier-Controle-et 

This image cannot currently be displayed.

June 2012, Yaoundé 
32 participants 

July 2014 
Luanda 

http://www.fao-ectad-bamako.org/fr/Rapport-de-l-Atelier-Controle-et,509
http://www.fao-ectad-bamako.org/fr/Raport-de-l-atelier-Controle-et
http://www.fao-ectad-bamako.org/fr/Raport-de-l-atelier-Controle-et
http://www.fao-ectad-bamako.org/fr/Rapport-de-l-Atelier-Controle-et


   Rabies stakeholder  
consultations 

Key partipants: public health, veterinary  
services, environment/wildlife agencies, research 
institutes, NGOs, GARC, etc 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Outcomes : rabies action plan addressing  
diagnosis; surveillance, prevention and  
control gaps 
 
 
 

• 25-35 participants (various 
sectors)) 

• 2 day interactive 
• Stakeholder presentations 
• Identify constraints 
• Develop action plan  



National action plan : 4 key areas of work 
 Diagnostic 
 Surveillance 
 Prevention and control 
 Resources and  
 Social mobilization 

OBJECTIVES 

INDICATORS INSTITUTIONS 

ACTIVITIES 



FAO-GARC SARE-TOOL (version July 2014) 

STEPWISE- APPROACH TOWARDS RABIES ELIMINATION SARE 



    

 

 Linking SARE to the  
Rabies Blueprint 



    

 
FAO/WAP/WHO Training course on dog capture and vaccination, Point Noire  



    

 

 

 
• International community/NGOs/country 

professionals trying to convince governments  and  
communities to control rabies and vaccinate dogs  

 
To 
 
• Communities requesting their governments and 

governments taking responsibility for the control 
rabies and vaccinate their dogs? 
 

How to move from: 



Thank you! 

Katinka.deBalogh@fao.org 

 



Animal 
Health  
Sector 

Human 
Health 
Sector 

STOP 
RABIES 



Surveillance 
and 

Laboratory 
Diagnostics 

Post 
Exposure 

Prophylaxis 
 

Dog Bite 
Reporting 

and Wound 
Treatment 

Municipality &  
Community  
engagement 

Dog 
Vaccination 

Dog 
Population 

Management Surveillance 
and 

Laboratory 
Diagnostics 

Awareness 

Legislation 

POLITICAL  

SUPPORT 

AND 

FUNDING 

Animal 
Health 
Sector 

Humans 
Health 
Sector 



Dogs and rabies: 
the way forward  
 Steve McIvor 
World Animal Protection 
PARaCON Conference June 2015 



Our Work 
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